
Background & Idea

This tournament is dedicated to Walther Bensemann (1873–1934), founder of Kicker 

magazine, co-founder and namesake of the German Football Association, football 

pioneer, inventor of international matches, visionary, pioneer and European. Organised 

by the German Football Association (DFB), the DFB Cultural Foundation and Makkabi 

Germany in cooperation with the ‘!NieWieder’ initiative, around 120 U17 players from 

Germany, the Czech Republic and Israel will compete in six teams.

But the young players will not only be playing football. Together with numerous 

Holocaust survivors and committed companions, they will carry on Walther 

Bensemann's vision. On the football pitch, in discussions, lectures, workshops and joint 

evenings such as a Kabbalat Shabbat, all participants and supporters of the so-called 

Bensemann Campus stand up for a Europe in which justice, tolerance, humanity and 

peace prevail. 

Tournament foundation: 1934 by Albert Mayer (member of the IOC),

 Dr Ivo Schricker (FIFA Secretary General),

Dori Kürschner (Coach Grashoppers Zürich),

Georges Singer (President AS Strasbourg)

First Edition: 1937

Previous editions: 32

Last Edition: 2022 in Nuremberg (Winner Chelsea FC)

Tournament History

The International Walther Bensemann Memorial Tournament is taking place at the DFB 

Campus in Frankfurt am Main in the DFB's 125th anniversary year. The tournament is one 

of the oldest youth football tournaments in Europe. The high-class sporting line-up and the 

content provided by numerous contemporary witnesses who survived the extermination 

camps as part of the Bensemann Campus make the tournament a unique project for 

tolerance and diversity in European youth football.

Date: 5.-7. September 2025

Location: DFB-Campus in Frankfurt

Organisers: Deutscher Fußball-Bund e.V. (DFB), DFB-Kulturstiftung,
MAKKABI Deutschland in Kooperation mit !NieWieder,
Initiative Erinnerungstag im Deutschen Fußball

Patron 2025: Dr. h. c. mult. Charlotte Knobloch Trägerin des großen
Verdienstkreuzes mit Stern

Teams 2025: U17 2009 und jünger Eintracht Frankfurt, FSV Mainz, Kickers
Offenbach, FSV Frankfurt, SK Slavia Prag, Maccabi Tel Aviv

Tournament 2025
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Details 2025

The tournament is divided into a one-day (Friday) educational programme, a one-day 

(Saturday) tournament and final matches (Sunday). On Friday and Saturday evenings, joint 

evening events will take place, including a joint Kabbalat Shabbat celebration.The 

educational programme consists of discussions with Holocaust survivors and interactive 

workshops on topics such as learning from history, anti-Semitism, racism and right-wing 

extremism.

Tournament Format 2025

Six teams are taking part in the tournament. Each team can register a squad of 20 players 

born in 2009 or later. The teams will be divided into two groups of three. The tournament 

will be played according to FIFA football rules. All matches in the tournament will be played 

over 2 x 25 minutes with a 10-minute half-time break.

The tournament is sponsored by UEFA, the DFL and the Remembrance Foundation. 

Tournament journal 2022 (English)

Turnierzeitung 2022 (German)

Links Documentation 2022 (please click)
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Rückblick / Review Turnier 2022 videos

https://bensemann-cup.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Turnierzeitung_WB_englisch.pdf
https://bensemann-cup.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Turnierzeitung_WB_englisch.pdf
https://bensemann-cup.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Turnierzeitung_WB_englisch.pdf
https://bensemann-cup.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Turnierzeitung_WB_englisch.pdf
https://bensemann-cup.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Turnierzeitung_WB_deutsch-1.pdf
https://bensemann-cup.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Turnierzeitung_WB_deutsch-1.pdf
https://bensemann-cup.eu/videos-2/
https://bensemann-cup.eu/videos-2/
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