
PRESS INFORMATION 

Remembrance and Commemoration: International Walther Bensemann Memorial Tournament Frankfurt, 
September 5, 2025 

Frankfurt, 07. September 2025 – From today until Sunday, the DFB Campus in Frankfurt am Main will become a place 
of living remembrance culture and international youth encounters: On the occasion of the 125th anniversary of the 
DFB, the U-17 teams of Eintracht and FSV Frankfurt, Slavia Prague, Kickers Offenbach, 1. FSV Mainz 05 and Maccabi 
Tel Aviv will meet at the International Walther Bensemann Memorial Tournament. Beyond the pitch, the teams will 
meet Holocaust survivors and engage with issues such as antisemitism, racism, and discrimination.

Walther Bensemann (1873 bis 1934), in whose memory the tournament is held, gave the DFB its still valid name as 
one of the founding fathers of the association on January 28, 1900. Even before that, he had organized the so-called 
“Ur-Länderspiele” – international selection matches against French and English teams – and was involved in the 
founding of numerous traditional clubs. In 1920, he founded the football magazine Kicker. As a Jewish intellectual, 
cosmopolitan, and sporting visionary, Bensemann was in his time a tireless advocate for an open, international game. 
After fleeing Nazi Germany, he died in exile in Switzerland in  1934.

The traditional tournament – initiated in 1934 by IOC member Albert Mayer and FIFA Secretary General Dr. Ivo 
Schricker in memory of Bensemann – is considered the oldest youth football tournament in Europe. Since its first 
edition in 1937, it has stood for international exchange, sporting fairness, and social responsibility. The tournament is 
jointly organized by the DFB, the DFB Cultural Foundation, and MAKKABI Germany in cooperation with the initiative 

“!NieWieder – Day of Remembrance in German Football.”

Time witness conversation with concentration camp survivor 

Today, Friday, is dedicated to an intensive educational program organized by the initiative “Zusammen1” and other 
organizations, featuring talks with eyewitnesses, interactive workshops, and exchange formats on issues such as 
antisemitism, racism, and discrimination. Ten Holocaust survivors and their descendants will meet with the players, 
coaches, and staff of the teams at the DFB Campus, sending out an unmistakable message of “Nie Wieder!” to fascism 
and war. The sporting tournament itself will be played on Saturday, with the final rounds taking place on Sunday.

Already on Thursday, Éva Szepesi, who survived the Auschwitz concentration camp as a child, and Romani Rose, 
Chairman of the Central Council of German Sinti and Roma, were guests at the DFB Campus. On the occasion of the 
tournament, they spoke with DFB employees about why “remembrance” is not a duty of the past but a responsibility 
for the present – and how every individual can take responsibility as part of society.

(1/2) 

https://www.dfb.de/ueber-uns/der-dfb/dfb-campus


"Bensemann perhaps the most important pioneer of football" 

DFB President Bernd Neuendorf emphasized the importance of the tournament in the association’s anniversary year:

“2025 marks 125 years of the DFB. A history that would not be conceivable without Walther Bensemann as perhaps 
the most important pioneer of football in Germany. We owe him not only the name of our association, the first 
international matches, and the founding of numerous clubs. He also left German football a canon of values that could 
not be more relevant today. Against the trend of his time, marked by nationalism and war, he understood football as a 
means for fair play, international understanding, peace, and the European idea. This tournament is a worthy place to 
remember Walter Bensemann and a living plea for his and our values.”

Alon Meyer, President of MAKKABI Germany, added:

“Almost two years after the attack on Israel on October 7 and in view of the resurgence of antisemitism in Germany 
and Europe, the integrative power of sport is more important than ever. For us at MAKKABI Germany, the International 
Walther Bensemann Memorial Tournament is far more than football – it connects young people with the voices of the 
witnesses of history, whose experiences are both a warning and a call to action. We must learn from them.”

For the initiative “!Nie Wieder – Day of Remembrance in German Football,” which is co-organizing the tournament, 
Eberhard Schulz emphasized:

“Anyone who loved the ‘game of all games’ as much as Walther Bensemann, who throughout his life worked with 
words and deeds for reconciliation among the European brother nations and who ascribed football a peace-promoting 
power in this process, is an inspiring role model today for all generations of the football family.
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